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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, GW, IS, US 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI-PROPOSED SALE TO GERMANY 

REFS: (A) STATE 136061 DTG 301 132Z MAY 78 
(B) STATE 204945 DTG 141534Z AUG 78 

HG USAF FOR LEF 

SUMMARY 

THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL DID NOT MAKE FORMAL APPROACH 
REGARDING DROP TANK SALE TO FRG UNTIL MIDDLE JULY. AT 
THAT TIME FMOD REQUESTED ITS BUDGET AND PLANNING STAFF 
TO EXAMINE VARIOUS OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR DROP TANK PRO- 
CUREMENT. THIS STUDY IS STILL IN PROGRESS AND NO FIRM 
FRG DECISION HAS BEEN MADE REGARDING PURCHASE. IN IN- 
TERIM USG LOA EXTENTION REQUESTED BY FRG WAS DENIED. 

FRG SOURCES INDICATE THAT IF AT THE CONCLUSION OF FRG 
STUDY USG IS CHOSEN AS SUPPLIER, A NEW LOA WOULD BE 
SUBMITTED. RECENT FRG INTEREST HAS SHIFTED TO NEW USG 
IMPROVED AND PRODUCED CENTER LINE 600-G AT .1 . ON EXTERNAL 
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FUEL TANKS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ODC MADE INITIAL CONTACT WITH FMOD ON RECEIPT OF 
REFTEL A. AT THAT JUNCTURE FMOD OFFICERS INDICATED A 
LACK OF AWARENESS OF ANY ISRAELI DROP TANK SALE OFFER. 

2. THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL MADE FORMAL APPROACH TO 
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FRG IN JULY WITH ITS OFFER TO SELL THE FRG 1000 370- 
GALLON AND 1000 600 GALLON F-4 DROP TANKS. FMOD RE- 
QUESTED THEIR BUDGET AND PLANNING STAFF TO EXAMINE THE 
VARIOUS OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR DROP TANK PROCUREMENT: 

(A) PROCUREMENT THROUGH GERMAN INDUSTRY 

(B) PROCUREMENT THROUGH USG SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
CHANNELS (FMS). 

(C) PROCUREMENT FROM THE GOI 

POINT OF CONTACT IN FMOD STATED THAT PRELIMINARY 
COST ESTIMATES WOULD PROBABLY RULE OUT OPTION A FOR PRO- 
CUREMENT OF DROP TANKS FROM GERMAN INDUSTRY. SOURCE 
ALSO INDICATED THAT FMOD BUDGET AND PLANNING STAFF IS 
REQUIRED TO SELECT THE BEST OFFER POSSIBLE, AND NOT 
NECESSARILY THE CHEAPEST. ACCORDINGLY, THE FMOD RE- 
QUESTED AN EXTENSION DATE OF ORIGINAL USG LOA TO ALLOW 
TIME FOR COMPLETION OF THE FMOD STUDY AND THE PROCURE- 
MENT DECISION. 

3. ON 5 JULY 1978, ODC-AF RECEIVED A LETTER FROM FMOD 
RUE II/3 REQUESTING AN EXTENSION FOR LETTER OF OFFER 
CONCERNING FMS CASE GY-D-BAS (EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS). IN 
ITS LETTER FMOD STATED, QUOTE: DUE TO VARIOUS REASONS, 
THE FMOD IS UNFORTUNATELY NOT ABLE TO ACCEPT CASE 
GY-D-BAS BY 24 JULY L978. SINCE FINANCING AND COST EF- 
FECTIVENESS ANALYSIS WILL PRESUMABLY STILL TAKE SOME 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BONN 15132 01 OF02 211444Z 

TIME, EXTENSION OF THE ACCEPTANCE DATE IS REQUESTED 
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UNTIL 31 JANUARY 1979. UNQUOTE. 

4. ON 25 JULY 1978, THE INTERNATIONAL LOGISTICS CENTER. 

WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB, OH ADVISED ODC-AF TO INFORM FMOD 
THAT THEIR REQUEST FOR EXTENSION DATE OF LOA FOR F-4 
EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS WAS DENIED. REASON GIVEN WAS THAT 
ORIGINAL LOA WAS BASED ON CURRENT PRICE AND AVAILABILITY 
(P&A) DATA AND THAT REQUESTED EXTENSION DATE WOULD IN- 
VALIDATE THE ORIGINAL P&A DATA. 

5. FMOD WAS ADVISED ON 26 JULY 1978 OF DENIAL OF RE- 
QUEST FOR EXTENSION OF ORIGINAL F-4 EXTERNAL FUEL TANK 
LOA. ON 8 AUGUST 1978 FMOD WAS PASSED OFFICIAL NOTIFI- 
CATION OF CANCELLATION OF LOA WITHOUT ACCEPTANCE AND THE 
CASE WAS CLOSED BY THE USG. 

6. ALTHOUGH THE FMOD CONVEYED DISAPPOINTMENT OVER THE 
DENIAL OF THEIR REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE SUSPENSE 
DATE. FMOD SOURCE INDICATED THAT HE HAD EXPECTED THE USG 
DECISION. SOURCE INDICATED THAT SHOULD FMOD DECIDE AT 
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LATER DATE IN FULFILLING GAF EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS RE- 
QUIREMENT WITH THE USG, THEY WOULD SUBMIT A NEW REQUEST 
FOR LETTER OF OFFER. 

7. DURING OUR LAST CONTACT WITH FMOD ON AUGUST 15, WE 
LEARNED THAT THE BUDGET AND PLANNING STAFF STUDY HAS NOT 
BEEN COMPLETED AND NO FIRM DECISION ON DROP TANK PRO- 
CUREMENT HAS BEEN MADE. 

8. ADDITIONALLY, WE WERE INFORMED THAT DURING THE PAST 
TWO WEEKS THE GAF HAS BECOME INTERESTED IN USG PRODUCED 
IMPROVED CENTERLINE 600-GALLON EXTERNAL FUEL TANKS FOR 
F-4 AIRCRAFT. SINCE THIS IS A NEW DEVELOPMENT, IT MAY 
HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE OVERALL EXTERNAL FUEL TANK ISSUE 
TOWARD THE END OF THE YEAR. 


9. ODC WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR THIS 
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TOPIC AND PROVIDE FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING FRG IN 
TENTIONS AS THEY BECOME KNOWN. 

MEEHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY SALES, TANKS (COMBAT VEHICLES) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BONN15132 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780341-0443 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780839/aaaabglk.tel 

Line Count: 173 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 71f9dc5f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 136061 , 78 STATE 204945 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1666090 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ISRAELI-PROPOSED SALE TO GERMANY 
TAGS: MASS, GE, IS, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/71f9dc5f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



